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ABSTRACT 





School education plays a very important role in students' life. It is regarded as the backbone of the society. Proper school education helps the pupils to become 
successful in their life. Success of the students comes only when true education is provided to them. But, Ethnic Conflict, one of the serious problems that had prevailed 
in the district had brought negative impact on the students. The present study tries to investigate the effect of ethnic conflict on the education of the class [IX and X 
students in Gossaigaon sub-division of Kokrajhar district. Descriptive Survey method was used for the present study. A total of 40 high schools and a student sample of 
500 students from class [IX and X were selected randomly. The major finding of the study revealed that 75% of the respondents had faced negative effect of ethnic 
conflict in their studies. It also shows that majority of the respondents had to drop out from the school due to ethnic conflict. The investigator feels that, this present 
study will bring some positive impact in the society. The findings of the present study will bring light to the Government, Non-Governmental Organizations, other 
organizations, policy makers and educational planners to frame and improve the school education of children in this conflict affected region. 
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1. INTRODUCTION: 

Education is the all round development of the individual. It indicates a kind of 
developmental process. In the Vedic era, the concept of education was different 
from what it is today. In those days education was attainment of salvation of the 
human soul. The ancient Indian saints believed in spirituality. But with the 
change of time everything around men has changed. The previously simple and 
limited life of man is becoming more and more complex. To survive in this world 
man has to be educated. What he requires is a systematic and well thought out 
plan of education which should continue throughout the life in one form of the 
other (Agarwalla, 2011). School is a miniature form of society. A visit to some 
school gives impact of the society from where the children come to the school. 
The school is set up by the society for its own development. Just opening the 
school will not suffice. Making the school functions properly through its proper 
aims and objectives should be the ultimate aim of the organizers. The better the 
schools, the better would be the society. We need more and more schools. Good 
institutions with good standards will ultimately help in the uplift of the society. 
The children receiving education in these schools are the nation-builders-the 
future life of the nation (Pathak & Deka, 2013). The school is a special environ- 
ment where a certain quality of life and certain types of activities and occupations 
are provided with the object of securing child's development along desirable 
lines (Dewey). 


School education plays a very important role in students' life. It is the foundation 
for the future of the students and also regarded as the backbone of the society. 

Proper school education helps the pupils to become successful in their life. Suc- 

cess of the students comes only when true education 1s provided to them. But, Eth- 
nic Conflict, one of the serious problems that have prevailed in the district has 

brought negative impact on the students. Ahmed (2015), tries to highlight how 

armed conflict affects the students' performance in the school. The study reveals 

that teachers displacement and insufficient infrastructure facility during conflict, 

affect students performance in the school. Wangechi (2013), describes about 

emotional and psychological impact of armed ethnic conflict on the children and 

how armed ethnic conflict leads to burning and closing down of some schools. 

This study gives us the knowledge about the negative impact of ethnic conflict on 

the students. Parlow (2011), in his study reveals that students affected by conflict 

could not complete their primary schooling and insurgency had a negative 

impact on girls' education in primary schools. Singha in his article, examines edu- 
cational development status during conflict in Manipur. He discusses about how 

conflict affects the students' education and makes them to migrate to some other 
places for their studies. 


2. NEED OF THE STUDY: 

Today, ethnic conflict has become one of the biggest problems in the world espe- 
cially in Bodoland Territorial Area Districts (BTAD), Assam. During any con- 
flict, the most affected sections of people are the school going children. Looking 
into their problems and bringing solution is the responsibility of any human 
being. If we want to bring development in our society, good education should be 
provided to the children first. Many studies on ethnic conflict have been con- 
ducted in India and abroad but no such study has been conducted on the present 
study. Taking account of all these aspects, the investigator felt the need to under- 
take this present study. It is hoped that the study will promote awareness among 


people regarding the consequences of ethnic conflict on the school going chil- 
dren and try to find out solutions. The findings of the present study will bring 
light to the Government, Non-Governmental Organizations, other organizations, 
policy makers and educational planners to frame and improve the school educa- 
tion of children in this conflict affected region. 


3. OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY: 
To investigate the effect of ethnic conflict on the education of class [X and X stu- 
dents in Gossaigaon sub-division of Kokrajhar district. 


4. OPERATIONAL DEFINITION OF THE TERMS: 
Effect: It refers to the negative result of ethnic conflict on the education of the stu- 
dents. 


Ethnic conflict: Ethnic conflict is a dispute about important political, economic, 
cultural, or territorial issues between two or more ethnic communities. In this 
present study, it refers to the conflict that occurred between Bengali speaking 
Muslim and Bodo people, in the year 2012 in Kokrajhar district, Bodoland Terri- 
torial Area Districts (BTAD), Assam. 


Education: Itrefers to school education of the students. 


High school: It refers to standard [IX and X of school education affiliated to 
Board of Secondary Education Assam, (SEBA). 


Students: It refers to students studying in standard [IX and X of high schools in 
Gossaigaon sub-division. 


5. METHODOLOGY: 
The investigator adopted the Descriptive survey method for the present study. 


5.1 Population of the study: 
The population consisted of the Provincialised, Venture recognized and Private 
high schools and students in Gossaigaon sub-division of Kokrajhar district. 


5.2 Sample of the study: 
A total of 40 high schools and 500 students were randomly selected from differ- 
ent high schools in Gossaigaon sub-division of Kokrajhar district. 


5.3 Tool used for data collection: 
A self-made questionnaire on Effect of Ethnic Conflict on Education (2016) was 
used for data collection. 


5.4 Analysis of data: 

The data obtained were analysed qualitatively with the help of questionnaire by 
using percentage technique. Descriptive statistics like tables and pie-chart were 
also used. 


6. RESULT AND DISCUSSION: 
Based on objective of the study, the analysis and interpretation of data are ana- 
lyzed as follows: 
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Table no. 6.1: Shows the responses regarding going to school during 
ethnic conflict 






Response No. of respondents 


44 





Percentage 


SALI 


100% 




























Source: Field survey (2016) 


From the above table, it is seen that 91.2% respondents were not able to go to 
school during conflict and only 8.8% respondents were able to go to school at the 
time of conflict. The reasons for not being able to go to school were due to lack of 
transportation, displacement and fear of attack on the way. 


Table no.6.2: Shows the responses regarding schools remaining closed 
during conflict 


Response NOM respondents i 
Yes 
No 
Do not know 


Source: Field survey (2016) 







Percentage 











The above table shows that, 100% respondents said that their schools were 
closed down during conflict. Most of the schools remained closed for three 
months. Some schools for one and two months. The teaching-learning process 
could not be done at any cost. Students have suffered a lot due to closure of 
schools. 


Figure no.6.1: Showing responses regarding effect of ethnic conflict in 
studies 


m Yes 


mNo 


= Do not know 





Source: Field survey (2016) 


It is observed that majority of the respondents (75%) said that ethnic conflict has 
seriously affected their studies. 10% respondents said that it has not affected their 
studies and 15% respondents have chosen the option Do not know. It was found 
that most of the students were not able to concentrate in their studies after the inci- 
dent. Any conflict in the society affects students directly in their studies. There- 
fore, people should realize the negative effect of such conflict on the education of 
the students. 


Table no.6.3: Performance of the students in the examination 


Response 


No. of respondents Percentage 








Source: Field survey (2016) 





The above table reveals that 100% respondents said that ethnic conflict has 
affected them in examination. Their performances were very bad during and after 
the conflict comparing to the previous result. It was found that most of the 
respondents could not perform well in examination due to lack of study time, 
irregularity of classes, lack of study materials and absence of teachers during and 
after the incident in the schools. This has hampered the students very much. 
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Figure no.6.2: Showing dropout rate from the school 


Source: Field survey (2016) 





From the above figure no.2, it is revealed that majority of the students dropped 
out from the school during conflict. Most of them had to drop out from the school 
for 2 years. Dropping out from the school was a great lose for them. The reasons 
for dropping out from the school were due to displacement, lack of communica- 
tion, fear of attack on the way and some parents did not allow them to join the 
school during and after the incident. 


Table no.6.4: Responses regarding completion of the syllabus 


Responses Percentage 
Dis 


PASE 








z 
= —- 
0" 


Source: Field survey (2016) 





It is observed that 72.8% respondents said that their course syllabus were not 
completed during the incident and only 27.2% respondents syllabus were com- 
pleted on time. The reasons for not completing the syllabus were due to closure of 
schools, irregularity of teachers and students in the school and drop out of the sub- 
ject teachers. Ethnic conflict has affected both the schools and students very 
much. Students cannot do well in the examination if the syllabus is not completed 
on time. 


7. CONCLUSION: 

In conclusion, it can be said that there is a negative impact of ethnic conflict on 
the education of the students in Gossaigaon sub-division of Kokrajhar district. 
Any type of conflict in the society should be wiped away in order to help the stu- 
dents study well, be good citizens of the country as well as for their bright and 
prosperous future. They are the nation builders of tomorrow. Government should 
try its best to overcome this problem from the society and protect the school 
going children from such conflicts. During and after the conflict students should 
be given special provision for schooling. Teachers, parents and the school man- 
agement committee should take initiative for protecting the students at the time 
of conflict. People should also understand the ill effects of ethnic conflict on the 
students as well as in the society and thereby bring solutions. It is hoped that the 
findings of the study will bring out some qualitative changes in the field of educa- 
tion and the society. It is also hoped that this study will help more researchers to 
carry out similar work in the country. 
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